
 
ENG 303 Paper Topics                 Prof. Moy 
Papers are due in class on Wednesday, December 9 in hard copy. 
 
Compose an essay that analyzes three related passages through close reading. Your analyses should offer 
up a new or detailed understanding of the texts you have chosen. Your thesis should be built around your 
observations on no more than 3 passages of poetry, prose or drama. Tackling too many passages will put 
you at a disadvantage, as the paper is only 5 pages in length maximum. Please do not use secondary 
sources (online or print) for this paper but rely instead on your own original close readings.  
 
You may choose any works or authors from our full syllabus. This is an opportunity to delve more deeply 
into any texts we did not have time to close read together during class. You may choose to write on texts 
that we have already read together, but in this case, avoid repeating any points we have already made in 
class discussion. 
 
The paper should be approximately 5 pages, double-spaced, and typed in Times New Roman font. Please 
use MLA or Chicago citation format to cite your texts and block quote the passages you will close read 
within the essay. (Do not append them separately before or after your writing). 
 
I will be happy to look at an outline or your selection of passages before you begin writing. 
 

1. Compare Romantic, Victorian, or Modernist representations of childhood in two or three works. 
What do children represent in the texts you have selected? How does a child’s relationship with 
nature differ from that of an adult’s? Is a child more naturally “poetic” than an adult? Why or 
why not? You may choose to look at “We Are Seven,” “Casabianca,” or “Goblin Market” in 
particular. 

 
2. Compare works that share gothic or supernatural elements. How does each author use the 

supernatural to a different effect? You may wish to discuss differences between fancy and 
imagination as Coleridge explains it; which poems would you consider just fanciful, as opposed 
to imaginative? Why?  

 
3. Consider the representation of two or more female speakers or characters in any poems, plays or 

essays we have read. What do you notice about the way they are represented? Is she given a 
major speaking role, or is she mute? Is she portrayed as a rational thinker, or an emotional 
creature? You may find it particularly interesting to compare female representations as they are 
portrayed by male versus female writers. 

 
4. Choose a passage of theory from an author’s letters or essays and show where you see his or her 

ideas applied in any of the poems, plays, or novels. Focus on just 2 or 3 works maximum. 
 

5. Choose a poetic form to focus on and close read two poems by different authors. For example, 
compare a sonnet by Keats to a sonnet by Wordsworth; compare any two odes, or compare two 
ballads. What commonalities or differences are notable? This will be a comparison essay based 
on close reading. 

 
6. A topic of your choice, proposed succinctly to me in office hours or via e-mail. 

 
NB: Some works we did not get to spend enough class time on are A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, 
“This Lime-Tree Bower My Prison,” Christabel, Manfred, and “Lines Written…Tintern Abbey.” You are 
most welcome to write on these texts for your paper. 


