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Some background on the beginnings of commonplacing and its 19th-c developments 
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- “Yet, once women embraced this genre, its prestige plummeted.” 
- Commonplace books vs. Annuals, friendship albums

- Writers imagined commonplace books as living, social spaces.

- Reynolds chose to index people rather than general topics that Locke had recommended. 
Romantics began to organize their collections by people. This new organization turned 
commonplace books into representations of social networks—populated by living and 

dead authors, families and celebrities, that linked language and ideas to groups of people. 
(P 198)

- The album, Lamb explains, collects people just as a bouquet of flowers.



- Two more (related) important points

- The tactile nature of commonplace books & albums 
2 examples: 
-handwriting 
-locks of hair

- Alternatives to commercial forms of production 
Commonplacing as  

anticapitalist and radical



Mai-lin Cheng, “Domestic Extracts” article





















Where you can find commonplace books: 

- www.archive.org: (I’ve linked a few on our website) 

-Harvard depository linked in the Jones article 

Special Collections and Rare Books libraries 

-NYU Fales Collection (in person or online) 
-The Morgan Library (special reading room) 

-The Pforzheimer Collection at the NYPL



Some images of the Lidell Commonplace Book 
 that I photographed at The Grolier Club library
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