
 CLOSE READING  
(FORM) 

CLOSE READING 
(CONTENT) ORIGINALITY PRESENTATION & POLISH 

  
 

Passages for close reading are well 
chosen. There is a clear indication 
of what the 3 passages hold in 
common; they do not seem 
arbitrarily chosen or disconnected. 
 
 
The author explicitly identifies 
literary devices and makes 
interesting observations about 
formal elements of the passages.  
 
 
Close reading occurs in every body 
paragraph, rather than description, 
summary, or background 
information. 
 
 
The author both block quotes and 
uses in-line quoting to draw out 
specific phrases and lines within the 
paragraph. 
 
 
 

The author links form to content in 
the close reading section of each 
body paragraph. 
 
 
The author not only identifies the 
literary devices but explains how 
they function and what their final 
effect is in the passage.  
 
 
A discussion about how the literary 
devices function relates back to the 
thesis. Every body paragraph helps 
contribute to the overall argument 
of the paper. 
 
 
The author explores the 
significance of his or her close 
reading, considering: Why did the 
author choose this particular 
language? What do these choices 
show? How do these literary 
devices add meaning to the text as a 
whole? 

 
Contributions that the author 
makes are original; they do not 
repeat points already discussed in 
class. 
 
The author’s interpretation and 
close readings add knowledge to 
the field; they are not merely a 
rehashing of conventional readings 
that are already generally accepted.  
 
The thesis is specific and original to 
the texts being investigated.  
 
The author sticks to the thesis and 
does not get side-tracked. 
 
Conclusions at the end seem fresh 
or surprising; they make us 
consider the text and author in a 
different light, no matter how 
subtly. 
 
This paper differs from other 
papers on the same subject. 
 
 
 

 
The paper is properly formatted 
with correct spacing, and 
capitalization that adheres to formal 
writing conventions. 
 
Sources are properly incorporated 
throughout and cited at the end 
(using MLA format).  
 
Quotes are incorporated 
grammatically and fluidly within the 
author’s own writing. 
 
The paper has a clear, logical 
structure at the overall level. (It 
contains a clear introduction and 
conclusion with signposting and 
transitions in between). 
 
The style of writing is clear and 
easy to read. Sentences are free of 
grammar and typing errors. 
 
The author is aware and respectful 
of his or her reading audience and 
writes suitably within the genre, 
using formal vocabulary and 
avoiding colloquial language. 
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