PARADISE LOST

THE VERSE

The measure is English heroic verse without rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek,
and of Virgil in Latin; rhyme being no necessary adjunct or true ornament of
poem or good verse, in longer works especially, but the invention of a barbarous
age, to set off wretched matter and lame metre; graced indeed since by the use
of some famous modern poets, carried away by custom, but much to their own
vexation, hindrance, and constraint to express many things otherwise, and for
the most part worse than else they would have expressed them. Not without
cause therefore some both ltalian and Spanish poets of prime note have
rejected rhyme both in longer and shorter works, as have also long since our
best English tragedies, as a thing of itself, to all judicious ears, trivial and of no
true musical delight; which consists only in apt numbers,” fit quantity of syl-
lables, and the sense variously drawn out from one verse into another, not in the
jingling sound of like endings, a fault avoided by the learned ancients both in
poetry and all good oratory. This neglect then of rhyme so little is to be taken
for a defect, though it may seem so perhaps to vulgar readers, that it rather is to
be esteemed an example set, the first in English, of ancient liberty recovered to
heroic poem from the troublesome and modern bondage of rhyming.

BOOK 1
The Argument

This frst book proposes, first in brief, the whole subject, man’s disobedience,
and the loss thereupon of Paradise wherein he was placed; then wuches the
prime cause of his fal}, the serpent, or rather Satan in the serpent; who revolting
from God, and drawing to his side many legions of angels, was by the command
of Ged driven out of heaven with all his crew into the great deep. Which action
passed over, the poem hastes into the midst of things, presentng Satan with his
angels now fallen into hell, described here, not in the centre® (for heaven and
carth may be supposed as vet not made, certainly not yet accursed) but in a
place of utter® darkness, fitliest called Chaos: here Satan with his angels lying
on the burning lake, thunderstruck and astonished, after a certain space
recovers, as from confusion, calls up him who next in order and dignity lay by
him; they confer of their miserable fall. Satan awakens all his legions, who lay
till then in the same manner confounded; they rise, their numbers, array of
battle, their chief leaders named, according to the idols known afterwards in



o

PARADISE LOST - | , PARADISE LOST - 1 357 |

Canaan and the countries adjoining. To these Satan directs his speech, com- 4 The infernal serpent; he it was, whose gmle
forts them with hope yet of regaining heaven, but telis them lastly of a new Stirred up with envy and revex’\gwc/\ 1 {u
world and new kind o{i;:rte:rm creatlcd agceoﬁr;lcmtgh:: an ;t;:lem prophecy : The mother of mankind, whit ‘/ m:‘ ,MMA
or report in heaven; t were long visible creation, was ‘ ) Had cast him out from %
the opinion of many ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this prophecy, and ' g?gebel angels, by whosh:a::lmas‘p“l:‘nag“ hwh@ ‘
what to determine thereon he referso a full coupx il. What his associates thence To set himself in glory above his peers Ry Cowf A s%-
attempt. Pandaemonium® the palace of Satan sudde bmlt out of the H d ualled th l;l i e
deep: the infernal peers there sit in councnl e trusted to have equalled the most high, @w 40
- If he opposed;/and with ambitious aim
Of man’s first dlsobedncnce, amrmt (Ahaneh \ ‘ Against and monarc
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste ; Raised im pious war in heaven and batdeggrouib
Brought death into the world, and all our woe, A wxmﬁﬁg‘@d‘em@tywﬁ - SorSon = Him
N EMW till ene greater man® Teawm , 'Hurled he adlong aming from the ethereal sky] " V; :«54 A
estore s, and regain the blissful seat, » With hideous ruin and combustion down Crpentipel
heavenly muse, that on the secret top® ‘ - To bottomless perdition, there to dwell (j.wj
, OF O i; didst inspire® ' wheakstle In adamantine chains and penal fire, 'Y P“"A
That shepherd who first taught the chosen seed,’ : Who durst defy the omnipotent toarms, —— -—— 4 (o, It LTk
begi the heavens and earth® . ~ Nine times the space that measures day and night® y-%;l s 50 e
Rose out of chaos: or if Sion lnll° ‘ 10 . | Te.portal men, he with his horrid crew
83 ogk that flowed® T ay venquished, rolling in the fiery gulf
§; Dhence”™ (ot i — ougb immortal: but his doom
Inveke thy aid to my adve turous Reserved him to more wrath; for now the thought
That with no middie flight intends to sosr : - Both of Jost happiness and lasnxgg_mm,
Abgve the Aonian mount, while it pursues® . Torments him; found he thro s’
—_Things unattempted yet in proseorthyme. . 4 That witnessed huge affliction and d:smay°
And chiefly thou O Spirit, that dost prefer E Mixed with obdurate pride and steadfast hate:
Befare all temples the ugri : 3 At once as far as angels’ ken he views
w or tl 1 3 The dismal situation waste and wild,” ~ Whe~ L @i s
ast present, and with mnghty wmgs outspread 20 A ' ible, on all sides ro '
< Dove-like sa’st broodmg on the vast abyss® oly w RV PO :
e} < And mad’st it hatin me is dark®  ConpdeTlmn S
VG Hlumine, WW ,
That to the height of this great argument® 3 B \M w(/- e Regions of sorrow, ow, doleful shades, where peace
I may assert eternal providence, : is “there | And rest can never dwell, hope never comes® Gufpre . DA
]ustify the ways of God to men. — E ‘ That comes to all; but torture without end e £aith
T ) Sall urges, and 4 fiery deluge, fed® ‘
With ever-burning sulphur unconsumed: s im o

Moved our grand parents in that happy stat 1 Such place eternal justice had red SR LY
Favoured of heaven so highly, g 1 30 3 For those rebeﬁ?ic@%b’r&a’imd e

wj ~~In utter darknegband their portion s set’
f

For one restraint, lords of the world besides? ; | ;
Who first seduced them to that foul revolt? ] As from the centre thrice to the utmost pole.® opd
———— o
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O how unlike the place from whence they fell!
There the compamons of his fall, o’erwhelmed

Wlthﬂoods mdwdsoftempemj_tg\wﬁw,
One next hlmselfm power, and next in crime;
;sl'y‘gf'(«'-%_ er known in Palestine, and named 8o
Beelzebub| To whom the arch-enemy,”
vt € pod AN thence in heaven called Satan, with bold words®
§rt S22 Breaking the horrid silence thus began.
Sebwn ' 1t thiou Beest he; but O how fallen! how changed® Hows S fokid |
Beegflelnl From him, who in the happy realms of light \ i ‘
: Wdldstoutshme i B ey
bright: il it Whom mutal league,” L Lo "

({;@MWW,MMM@@ 9
equal ruin: into whatpit thou seest

From what height fallen, so much the stronger proved
9 He with his thunder; ag ullﬁienwhokncw
Thefomeofm rms? yet not for those,

Thatwﬁhﬂne mighties raised mctocontend
And to the fierce contention brought along 100
Innumerable force of spirits armed -
That durst dislike his reign, and me preferring,
Hxsmastpawerwmudversepmropposed

ious batﬂtondxephinsofhewen,

T tamd yon

110

TS lspvaw ,/’ﬁ [glory
Hﬂ-y :

Wimsupphmtknee, - hhis powe
Who from the terror of thi so late

+~ Doubted his empu-e, thiat wér indeed,’ {
( That were an ignominy and sham; QV\BW °
foed fur TV B e
Wit Sl ae Jw(
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This downfall; since by fate the strength of gods
And ihis empyreal su@cammt fail,’

Since through expenence of this great event
much advanced,

We mdy with mg gmme&ﬁd_m resplve 120

To e ‘
Irreconcilable momgmm e ‘
cvrage i ) It y B |

e £franny of heavens Qol= ‘

A e

2 nanglive veiwy

ed soon his bold compeer.

W {¢ O prince, O chlefofmauythmnédpawers,
That led the embattled seraphim to war
Under thy conduct, and in dreadful deeds
F , endangered heaven’s perpetual king;
And put to proof his high supremacy,”
Whether upheld by strength, or chance, or fate,
Too well I see am@’thc dire event,
That with sad overthrow and foul defeat
Hath lost us heaven, and all this mighiyhost
In horrible destruction laid thus low,
Asfarasgodsandhemniym e
Can per;

Q. "-/0\-. 130

But what if heour conquers r-(whom I now =G—v4‘cﬂ zuu_\

?Wf(f»‘*m&e behevc almig ty, since no less®
Than such could have o’erpowered such force as ours)

Have left us this our spirit and strength entire

_ Strongly to suffer and support our pams,

“That we maysosufﬁceh:svengeful ire,° s&»fh

Or do him mightie; “opitial!”
By right of war, whate’er his busmess be ‘ 150
Here in the heart of hell to work in fire, )

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep;

What can it then avail though yet we feel

Strength undlm:mshed,uetcmallmmg 37

ww:x
ereto with speedy words the arch-fiend replied.
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€C Fallen cherub, to be weak is miscrable
Doing or suffering: but of this be sure,’
To doaughtgoodmgrmnbe our task,
But ever to do ill bur sole delight,
As being the&o_n_nigho ’%
Whom w f then

Outofourevllseektob ing for

hoﬁ-umesnmysmed wasperhaps
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and -disturb®
His inmost counsels from their destined aim. .
But see ¢ angry victor hath recalled -
His ministers of vengeatice and pursuit 170
Back to the gates of heaven: ﬂiesulph\xroushail
Shot after us in storm, o’erblown hith laid® put Jown
The fiery surge, that from the precipice
,theavenrecemdusfalhng and thunidk

fm,mdceamnaw

From D!

rWiattesplution ﬁ'om despan'
Thus Satar talking to his nearest maté)

oating many a rood, in bulk as huge®
As whom the fables namé\of monstrous size, .

h\(")‘, M ‘kl,M,/j' n.\

Lt us not n, whether scorn,”
“"Or satiate ﬁn'yynddxt urfoe :
Seest thou yon dreary P 180 i
The seat of desolation, \FM }“M» ;
Savewh&tﬂxegtimmenngafthwehwd - Codoun o g
Casts pale and d ? Thither let us(ten OW(*F’/ Wt’/
i dletossmgofmcse ﬁcrywaves, t\odum Lo

With head uplift above th deyesr ™ g u. 1
1"; , That sparkling blazed, r‘m ]13'3 v
: Prone on the flood, extended Tong and large perifow) _
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Titanian, or Earth-born, that warred on Jove,

Briareos or Typhon, whom the den® :
By ancient Tarsus held, or that sea-beast® 200
C{je@l’ which God of all his works® ‘ '
ated hugest that swim the ocean stream: 12’y 'd'
Him haply slumbering on the Norway foam Senle

s _f{“ﬁc The pilot of some small night-foundered skiff,
rt’$ Deeming some island, oft, as seamen tell,
| With fixéd anchor in his scaly rind® . 1
P Moorsbyhxssadcunderthelee@whllem@t

hedouthugemlcngdldmarch fiend lay
ﬁem on the burning lake, nor ever thence® L‘a 210
Had risen or heaved his head, but that the will LJ
And high permission of all-ruling heaven ‘u
Left himat lasge to his own dark designs, 1> < TMW
Thatwnd’tmtedcnmshcmight r

HE_%{P_@_‘L_WL‘HJEEWn, while he sought - S~(w\ D VM/AuTJ?
to gthers, and enraged might see : vedivtrtls, ‘

How all his malice served but to bring forth _J wf &/mmL-
Infinite goodness, grace and mercy shown WAj.,
~ On man by him seduced, but on himself
Treble confusion, wrath and vengeance poured. 220
dorthw:da upright he eaidfrom off the pool
His mighty stature;on each hand the flames
Driven backward slope their pointing spires, and rolled o,
In billows, leave i’ the midst 2. ,Q,J\th“
Then with ¢ he steers his ﬂx t
, cuiBent on the air® et MM"Q ?H{M
C_Thattelru iy land Doy, v
He lights, if it were land that évérbumed®
With solid, as the lake with liquid fire;
And such appeared in hue, as when the force 230
Of subterranean wind transports a hill®" ,
Torn from Pelorus, or the shattered side .
Of thundering Aetna, whose combustible®  wlcawo i Ll

And fuelled entrails thence conceiving fire,
Sublimed with mineral fury, aid the winds,®

And leave a singéd bottom all invelved

With stench and susolc
Of unblessed feets’Fun followe d his next mate,

ne I(UQ
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Both glorying to have scaped the Stygian flood® velor in mm-rf;».'

As gods, and by their covered strength, ' o
Nof?ffme s@ﬁ%@yﬂ%\\

Beeghbob

[
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this the region, this the

¢clime,” g‘vx\Mx\uM W\

Thatwemustc Nge

For that ccies tial Tig]

250

00‘!"\"— et ‘Ld\r‘tx—

froe withor,

b el ?

‘ nmms!wewithunhmm
In this unhappy mansion, or ence more®
With rallied arms to try what may be yet I

<Regained in heaven, or what more lost in helt? > 270

So Satan spm him Beelzebub
Thus answered. er of those armies Bright)
Which but the omnipotent none could. have Toiled,
If onge they hear their liveliest pledge
fears and dangers, heard so oft
In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge® I
Of battle when it raged, in all assaults S?d S awlff‘ o
Their surest signal, they will soon resume .
Ncwoourageand@, Ouxhﬂowmfyhe V{:J»WWXQ ’;}’“
v
Su!w,‘r. YF{:’A » ‘71, S-S\W
remu ’&‘U\va , Ao direat ’E&M ¥
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Grovelling and prostrate on yon lake of fire, 280
As we erewhile, astounded and amazed,
No wonder, fallen such a pernicious helght. 9)

He scarce had ceased when the superior fiend.  @¥H7on -

Wasmowngtmrddxedxore,hnspoademsh:eld (‘)“”W“"‘QMM =

gW Ethereal temper, massy, large, and round,’

Behind him cast; the broad circumference

N W %
G'“m Hung on his s| mh_MMWhoseom ‘
“R 'Ihmughopﬂcglasst}wTusmnamstmm

At evening from the top of Fesole,”
Or in Valdarno, to descry-new lands,® 290
Rwersormounmnsmhe%ggbe ‘h&»zfy&—
“ﬁﬂw gualwh:ch tatlest pine 2

I, to be the mast - U ‘S[“QM oA

o

1
I
J
|
Over the bummg o ’
‘On heaven’s azure, and thc temd chme : l
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire; .

i"’Naﬂ:eh:sstmsm:ndm‘ed ullonthebwch M W.,, o
= Of that inflamed s¢

hick as autulbial leaves tmmh
In Vallombrosa, wiicfe the Etrurian shades* - velli a&skw
I—lx@mramlwdimbowerorscmcredse_@e.w
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion armed®
HathvexcdmelledSeacmst,WMewavesmcrdxrew

Busiris and his Memphian chivalry,’

While with perfidious hatred theypnrsued S ’
The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld® ‘

. From the safe shore their floating carcasses 310

And broken chariot wheels, so thick bestrewn
Abject and Jost Iz tlmse,oovermgmeﬂood

3 d, that all the
. Brinces, potentates, s
Warriors, he flower of heaven, once xo , now lost lost, GLW '
If such asto as this can seize®
Eternal spirits; or have ye chosen this place
After the toil of battle to¢epose>>

~ Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find® 320
our Woer YT, X
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To slumber here, as in the vales of heaven? . Be no memorial, blotted out and razed
Or in this sbject posture have ye swon ~ fwrb, ol By their rebellion, from the books of life.” 1
To adore the conqueror? who now beholds Nor had they vet among the sons of Eve : ;
andsemphrolhngmﬂlcw ' Got them new names, till wandering o’er the earth,’ 1
With scattered arms and ensigns, till anon - Through God’s high sufferance for the trial of f man, ‘i
His smft pursuers from heaven @ates discern By falsities and lies the greatest part |
A Of mankind they corrupted to forsake |
= God their creator, and the invisible |
Glory of him that made them, to transform 370
T . ~ ! . Oft to the image of a brute, adorned
. hw,m sereabash a;‘a}ia"upmey With gay religions full of pomp and gold,
Share. Upondxewmg,aswhenmenwtmtwwatch ' \w;,w Sin ' And devils to adore for deities:®
»  On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread,’ J ik s prany 1 Then were they known to men by various names,
"Qui¥er. 1 Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. g And various idols through the heathen world.
o 7 Nor did they not perceive the evil plight i : (ﬁ@ymekmm then known, who first, who last,°
E'wiuchdaeywere,orﬂwﬁercepamsmtfeel, ﬁad "j;ﬂ* /N oused from the slumber, on that fiery couch, .
Yet to their generd BOOR-0bE /8 as next in worth

mm the bare strand,

[inumerable. As when thse potent rod

Of Amram’s son in Egypt’s evil day”- T While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof?® .uww,& 380
Waved round the coast, up called a pitchy cloud 340 The chief were those who from the pit of hell
- Of locusts, warping on the castern wind,” ‘ Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix
That o’er the realin of impious Pharaoh hung J Their seats long after next the seat of God,
Like mght, darkened all the land MNﬂe' ‘ Their altars by his altar, gods adored
lesd ; Among the nations round, and durst abide
Jehovah thundering out of Sion, throned
and surrou Between the cherubim; yea, often placed
A i signal g @ 0ii Within his sanctuary itself their shrines, =
Yetheir o ' i , ‘ Abominations; and with curséd things .
“"" Their cougse, m even b v @D Al 4")»"9 *  His holy rites, and solemn feasts profaned, 1 390
e : And with their darkness durst affront his light. ’
sudee  Amultitude, like which the ‘populous north Coan o Y JhCLQW&w e s King
Poured never from her frozen loins, to pass uman sacrifice, and parents’ tears, |
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous sons® flavt, N Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud |
Came like a deluge on the south, and spread ] Their children’s cries unheard, that passed through fire® §
___Beneath Gibralter to the Lybian sands. k To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite® |
" Forthwith from every squadron and each b: 3 Worshipped in Rabba and her watery plain,®
The heads and leaders thithehaste whe | In Argob and in Basan, to the stream
Their great commander; goglike shapes and forms ' Of utmost Arnon. Nor content with such®
%gemnshmn» PngC_?h'_élm}ﬂes, ‘. Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heart 400
d powers that erstin heaven’sat on thrones;® 360 : Of Solomon he led by fraud to build
Though of their names in heavenly records now : His temple right against the temple of God
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