
ENG 300 
HW FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 

 
 
1.  Finish reading The Great Gatsby and skim the critical essay posted on our website. 
 
2.  Timeline Assignment: Finish your timeline assignment and bring it to class in hard 
copy for collection. You should have 1 timeline for British literature (4 examples per 
period) and 1 separate timeline for American literature (4 examples per period). Design 
this any way on the page that you would like (horizontally, vertically, etc.) 
 
3.  5-Paragraph Synopsis: Please answer prompts A, B, C, D and E below in a coherent 
paragraph each. Include strong topic sentences so that all of your writing flows to create 
one cohesive piece of writing. What you will end up with is an informative, 5-paragraph 
review of essential resource tools for the English Major (e.g. “Great Advice for the 
Budding English Major”). Proofread before printing this out! 
 

A) Write a paragraph explaining, in your own words, the purpose and function of 
critical editions. What separates a critical edition from any old tradition? What 
would a critical edition include that any regular edition wouldn’t? Name 5 major 
differences, including content, physical appearance, price, intended audience, and 
editors/publishers. 
 
B) What, besides the main text itself, does a Norton Critical Edition in particular 
include? (What is all that extra padding?) What audience is this geared towards? 
When is a Norton Critical Edition useful? Look up and include the title and call 
number of 3 different Norton Critical Editions. 
 
C) What is an anthology? What do anthologies include? Explain this in Paragraph 
3. Some of the most famous “brands” of anthologies are the Norton, Longman, 
Blackwell, and Broadview. Look up and include the title and call numbers of 3 
different anthologies of your choice that focus on different areas of literature. 
 
D) What is a literature companion? Explain this in a full paragraph. Include the 
titles of 3 companions, being sure to include the 3 top “brands” or publishers of 
popular companions that were presented in class. 
 
E) What are the 3 most important web sources for an English major to use? And 
what is a database? Think back to our database presentation and explain each of the 
3 briefly. 

 
4.  “Thank you”: Finally, please send Prof. Farrell, if you would be so kind, a note of 
thanks for staying late to hold our session last Monday evening. The handout he distributed 
is also a great resource for completing this very assignment! Your message to him can be 
brief, but please adhere to grammar and formatting rules (with a proper salutation and 
closing/signature). His email address is ROBERT.FARRELL@lehman.cuny.edu. 


